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December Highlights at Grace Lutheran - All are welcome!

CHRISTMAS SMORG - A Christmas Potluck Dinner, December 9th at 5 pm - Plan to join us with your favorite dish!  

COOKIE EXCHANGE - Sunday, December 16th - following worship services

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT - Sunday, December 23rd at the 9:30 am service - children meet for rehearsal at 8:45 am

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES - Monday, December 24th.  Two services :                    
        - 6 pm Family Contemporary Service                                                  
        - 11 pm Traditional Candlelight Service

Cookie Exchange

The Cookie 
Exchange will be held 
Sunday, December 16th, 
immediately following 
worship service.  Bring 
four dozen cookies 
because you will be 
exchanging with several 
others.  If you wish to 
bake more than one 
type of cookie, please 
feel free to do so; 
remember, though, to 
make four dozen of 
each.  Don’t forget to 
bring a tin or box to put 
your cookies in to carry 
home.

Welcome to new members!

New Members were 
welcomed to Grace during a 
special service  on November 
4th.  Pictured here is Erin 
White who has joined the 
team of Sunday School 
teachers this year.  Also 
joining our church family were the Gearings (Jay 
& Laurie and their son Liam and new daughter 
Rylie) - Jay was recently involved in the 
community Thanksgiving meal at St. Thomas 
Catholic Church.  Eric and Christine Parizo and 
their son Jack have also joined.  Eric is helping 
develop our new website and Christine has 
recently joined the worship committee.  Other 
new members include: Courtney Farrell (a 
frequent reader at our Saturday night service), 
Marion Pichey, Jessica Reynolds and her son 
Joey (pictured top center photo of page 6 taking 
part in the CROP-WALK!), and Peter Schott (who 
recently helped with church leaf cleanup)!  What a 
great group of people with multiple talents that 
have joined our Church family!  Please take some 
time to get to know our new members!  

  And WELCOME!!! 

Grace publications get a facelift and 
modernize our facilities!
Grace recently modernized and we now 
have wireless internet access at the church!  
You also may have noticed that “The Spirit 
of Grace” and our bulletins have a new look 
about them.  We’re trying to upgrade our 
publications and it is a process.  We hope 
that you appreciate the new looks and 
perhaps you’ll be interested in getting 
involved!  Keep an eye out for interesting 
things that our members are doing and send 
them our way - digital pictures are great as 
well!  Please feel free to meet with Pastor 
Harman and give him feedback as regarding 
content and the look of these publications.  
We need your ideas and input and 
appreciate your involvement!  We hope you 
enjoy the new looks and feel free to bring 
your wireless device in to Grace - anytime!
E-mail Contact Information for Grace:
Pastor Harman - 
pastorharman@gracelutheranonline.com
Admin. Assistant - Margrit Mikuski
mmikuski@gracelutheranonline.com
Tel.  -  413.734.9268
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Sunday school began on 
September 16 with Pastor 
Harman dedicating the 
teachers.  That first week we 
had 15 students.  We currently 
have 22 students registered 
with an average attendance of 
14 attending each week.
Our first service project, 
Peanut butter and jelly 
Sunday, was a big success. 
With the help of the family of 
Grace we collected over 32 
jars of peanut butter with 
matching jelly on that one day.  
One student, during the 
children’s sermon, did make 
note of the fact there was 
marmalade not jelly among the 
group.  We discovered more 
jars of PB & J still coming in; 
the Parish cupboard can 
always use whatever we bring, 
when ever we bring it.
Not teaching this year has 
allowed me the chance to 
spend time in different class 
rooms and coordinate things as 
a group for the teachers and 
students. Any one is welcome 
to sit in on a class; you will 

find that our teachers have an 
ability to make God’s word 
come alive for their students. 
Pastor Harman gave to each 
teacher a small book titled 
‘Sunsets Don’t Hurry’ by Bill 
Harman and Doris Jasinek.  
This book opens with a 
question ‘when a child asks 
about God, what God do we 
name? Someone up there? An 

invisible person? Why not 
answer with the experience of 
LOVE WONDER 
CREATIVITY spontaneous 
delight?’ it then goes on to 
give examples of ways to 

show how to help children 
‘connect with God’.  I believe 
God has provided Grace with 
Spirit filled leaders. With 
God’s help parents and 
teachers working together will 
help our youth find God’s 
answers.

The food drive in November 

brought in 22 bags for 
Thanksgiving dinners which 
are the equivalent of $110.00 
in donations.

Our Reformation Day bake 
sale raised $119.50 for the 
Parish Cupboard.
Martha has graciously offered 
to coordinate the Sunday 
school Christmas Pageant this 
year.  It will be on December 
23; rehearsal dates will be 
announced soon.
In December, along with our 
ongoing food collection for the 
Parish Cupboard, our students 
will be taking part in the 
Christmas gifts for Head Start.
All classes spent part of one 
week coloring gift bags for our 
homebound members.  The 
older students in one session 
wrapped 144 gifts, filling the 
12 bags needed.  The bags, 
titled “Twelve Days until 
Christmas” will be distributed 
the first week in December by 
students and parents.  Each 
bag has a card from Grace 
Lutheran Church, a card from 
the students and 12 wrapped 
gifts, one for each day leading 
up to Christmas morning when 
we receive Gods greatest Gift.
                Written by Carol Goulet

Grace Sunday School News
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Animal Blessing
“The Blessing of the Animals” at 
Grace Lutheran Church – West 
Springfield 

On Sunday, October 7th, we 
had our first time ever “Blessing of 
the animals” (held on the Sunday 
closest to St. Francis of Assisi’s 
Birthday) by Rev. Derek M. Harman, 
our Pastor.  This is the very first time, 
in the history of Grace Lutheran 
Church, that this heart-warming event 
has been held!

It was held after the regular 
church service, on a glorious fall day, 
on the lawn of our church.  Pastor 
Harman had chairs and a table (altar) 
set up under our huge beautiful tree.  
There were between fifty to sixty 
people that showed up for this event.  
Everyone was so thankful that Pastor 

Harman was there to bless the 
animals.

In the quiet of the wind 
rustling the leaves on the tree, Pastor 
Harman blessed each and every 
animal both present or at home.  He 
was happy to have people bring in 
stuffed animals to be blessed, in place 
of their animals if it was impossible to 
bring their animal in.  Pastor Harman 
also passed out to each and every 
participant a “Certificate of Blessing” 
for your “pet” in honor of the pets’ 
blessing.  A small service was held 
afterwards.

The church members and 
friends from our community brought 
in ferrets, dogs, of all shapes and sizes 
and cats.  Aiden Francis Strycharz (4 
years old) brought in two stuffed 
animals (one for his little brother 
Dylan Matthew, too young yet to 
attend Sunday school, at home) for 

Pastor Harman to bless!  Pastor 
Harman lovingly knelt and blessed 
both stuffed animals, as he did every 
single animal present.

It was a wonderful time and a 
blessed time, experienced by all.  The 
sun shown through the trees and 
everyone either sat in chairs, leaned 
against the big, beautiful tree, or sat 
on the ground patiently waiting their 
turn for their pet to be blessed.  A 
wonderful time was held by all (both 
the people present and the animals) 
and we eagerly all can’t wait for the 
event to be held next year.  As we all 
know, Rev. Derek M. Harman is such 
a wonderful blessing to our 
congregation and our community.  He 
is now a blessing to our pets, as well!

Written by Karen Strycharz

Grace Sunday School holds a Reformation Day Bake Sale to benefit others



A message from the Presiding Bishop of the ELCA
Christmas 2007
 
“Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way…” Matthew 1:18
Many generations after God promised a Messiah, a young girl named Mary conceived a child by the Holy Spirit.  
Joseph, the young man to whom she was betrothed, was told by an angel that the child she would bear was God’s Son, 
Jesus.
 God’s power and blessing worked through common lives to bring forth Jesus the Messiah. Joseph and Mary, ordinary 
young adults nurtured by the generations before them, were open to God’s extraordinary activity in their lives.  They 
were common people whose willing hearts and courage powerfully proclaimed the Good News of the one who would 
save his people from their sins.
 Countless generations later, you and I are called to proclaim the Good News of Emmanuel, “God with us.” Our 
neighborhoods, our communities, and our world are filled with those who long to know Jesus’ love and saving presence 
in their lives. God uses us in all our ordinariness and sinfulness to bring forth the promise and light of Christ’s love and 
salvation.
 This Christmas, may the Holy Spirit give you faith, courage, and a willing heart as you take part in God’s ongoing 
miracle. May you know the joy and awe that comes from bearing Christ’s creative and redeeming love to the world.
 
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson
ELCA Presiding Bishop
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Grace’s own Brian Roberts 
Receives “Faith in the 

Cupboard” Award

The Parish Cupboard held 
its annual meeting on Wednesday, 
October 17th.  At that  time, they 
presented their annual awards.  
R e c o g n i t i o n w a s g i v e n t o 
individuals who have shown their 
commitment to the community by 
support of the Parish Cupboard 
Ministries.  Brian Roberts, who is 
one of Grace’s representatives on 
the West Springfield Parish and 
Interfaith Association, received the 
“Faith in the Cupboard” Award.  
This award is given annually  to an 
individual who has demonstrated 
his faith through service to others.  

Brian is a volunteer at the 
Cupboard on Mondays where he 
works in the food room and 
anywhere else he is needed.  Parish 
Cupboard Executive director 

Candy Boucher said in presenting 
the award “Brian is a faithful 
volunteer, even coming is when 
others can’t make it.”  Another 
aspect of the award is a love of 
music.  Brian uses his musical 
talent on Sundays by adding that 
strong male voice you hear in the 
choir.  Brian is also our “Sound 
Man”, running the sound system 
for services, making sure the 
hearing devices are all working 
and the microphone is on so Pastor 
can be heard.                                                    

Written by Carol Goulet

Publicity at Grace       
I recently added one of my favorite 
radio stations to the list of media 
that I send press releases to.  The 
station is WJMJ-FM out of St. 

 
Thomas seminary in Bloomfield, CT and 
it's 88.9 FM on the dial.  If you've never 
listened to it, you might want to give it a 
try.  It's a non-commercial station 
supported by it's listeners and they make 
free announcements for churches in the 
area. 
I had been sending releases to the Metro 
West Edition of the Reminder without 
much success.  Recently, I got a phone 
call from a woman who works there and 
she told me that I should send them 
directly to her and she would make sure 
that they got in the paper.  This
 is the kind of co-operation that we have 
been getting from the papers.
If there is anyone in the congregation that 
gets the Agawam Advertiser, it would be 
very helpful and I would greatly 
appreciate it if you would bring me 
clippings of the releases that they run for 
us. 
Please keep me informed of anything 
that's coming up in the near future so I can 
get out a press release.  My phone number 
is 739-0790 and my E-Mail address is in 
the bulletin.
Carolyn Harrington 
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Grace members take part in the Crop-Walk in Agawam!
Coordinated by Ginnie Tonelli-Green, approximately 10 - 12 people from Grace took part in the Crop-Walk on 
October 14 in Agawam.  Walkers walked to raise money and awareness on behalf of the many hungry people 

around the world.  Just another way that Grace 
works to live up to our call within the Gospel!

“Schone erste Advent!”  
I was getting ready to make a purchase when I heard the woman at the counter say “Schone erste Advent” to the woman in 
front  of me as she finished her transaction.  It caught me off guard - not because it was in German (this happened in 
Germany last year!) but because she was wishing the woman a happy first Sunday in Advent!  I tried to imagine ever 
hearing such a thing in the United States. 
One thing that I had become accustomed to in Germany was that the rhythm of the whole year - especially the liturgical 
(church) year was evident throughout the culture.  During lent, it  seemed that the whole culture was a little more 
introspective and penitent that during the rest of the year.  There were advertisements on television for things that were 
happening on the “first Wednesday after Pentecost”.  Can you imagine hearing that on television here?  Most people 
wouldn’t even know when that was!!!   
I tell these stories because I can feel it already...  It’s November 12 (as I’m writing this) and our culture is revving up 
already  for a season that is culturally known as the “Holidays” which it seems includes a necessity  to buy more than we 
can afford, do more than we possibly  can get done, and go to new found excesses in a variety of ways.  It is the exact 
opposite of what the liturgical calendar calls for in the season of Advent.  
Advent marks the beginning of a new liturgical year and it begins in slowly and in meditation.  We begin lighting the 
advent wreath candles in anticipation of the coming of our Lord.  It’s appropriate, isn’t it?  that Advent comes at the time 
that it does?  When we read through so much of the Gospel we hear these counter-cultural stories and we learn how Jesus 
came to earth and turned the cultural expectations upside down.  In our worldly “Holiday” season that is seemingly  faster 
and bigger every year, it’s appropriate that Advent comes into our church calendar and causes us - at the very  least every 
Sunday at Church - to take a breath, slow down and feel the joy of anticipation as opposed to the constant surge forward 
towards instant satisfaction.  
As we begin a new Church year, I am encouraged as I see this congregation moving towards great things.  I carry  with me 
the hope of the Advent season, as it is somewhat of an Advent season in the life of this congregation.  We are looking 
forward towards new beginnings, new adventures and new understandings of what we - as Grace Lutheran Church - are 
called to be and to do in this world.  I’m encouraged as I see your excitement as we discuss different ideas in committee 
meetings, and as I see people approach me saying “lot’s of new faces!  That’s great!” after worship services.  There’s no 
limit to what Grace can do towards fulfilling the Gospel in this world and I am so grateful to be here at this time with this 
congregation!  My hope is that you feel it too -   that  you are encouraged and lifted up  by  the messages that you are 
receiving at Grace and the refreshing gifts that the Gospel has in store for you and for us as a congregation.  
So as we await the coming of our King, as we go forward through all of the hustle and pressure of the worldly  season, I 
encourage you to keep  an eye towards the Cross, and take in some of the peace and serenity  found in our Lord and Savior.  
He’s coming!  And we’ll be ready to go forward into that chaotic world to ensure that  all those that need to hear His 
message will hear it and feel the love of Christ coming through - loud and clear!  In the Spirit  of the season, I wish you 
all...           eine schone Advent!      Pastor Harman



S E Q U O I A  C L U B

8 Nullam arcu leo, facilisis ut

 

 

Dear Fellow Members of Grace,

The year 2007 will go down in the history of Grace as a major turning point.  If someone had told me a year ago that 
Grace would have a full-time pastor installed, the yellow house sold, and even new members added to our 
congregation, I wouldn’t have believed it.  But that is exactly what happened.  

After an extended period without a full-time pastor, our Lord provided for us Derek Harman and his extraordinary 
wife, Dawn.  Pastor Harman has been everything we had hoped for – bright, insightful, compassionate, genuine, and 
full of ideas on how Grace can be a more effective place for God’s work.  Further great news continued with the sale of 
the yellow house.  It was a bittersweet moment for sure, but just when our funds desperately needed a boost, our 
finances were solidified, providing us with important financial security and enabling us to be a stronger mission of 
Christ’s work. 

  Finally, maybe the brightest moment of the year came with the welcoming of eight new members into Grace’s family.  
We are truly blessed with their presence, and we are a more diverse, talented and complete community with them.  The 
experience of witnessing new members being installed gives great optimism that Grace is on its way to becoming a 
stronger and more vibrant community.

There are, of course, challenges that we still have, such as growing our active membership, increasing our giving to the 
Lord’s work here at Grace, and figuring out the best ways to utilize our talents and energies as a church body to help 
others.  However, we remain a community rooted in Christ, sincere in our kindness and generosity, and supporting 
those ministries and causes close to our hearts.

It is right for us to give thanks to God for all the blessings Grace has received over this past year, and we should 
continue to pray that our Lord will help Grace to shine even brighter for our members, the community, and beyond.

Very Humbly Yours,

Scott Kent,
Council President

News from the Needlers
We number between 18 and 

25, and we gather every Tuesday in 
the parlor of Grace.  We come in 
all sizes, age, and hair color and 
have many, many talents.  We are 
the Needlers and Sew’nSews.  We 
knit, crochet, sew, quilt and mend.  
We make and donate preemie hats 
to Bay State Children’s Hospital, 
donate hats for cancer patients to 
Springfield Medical Association, 
and sweaters for children that are 
sent to Guidepost in Carmel, NY.  
From time to time, we receive 
generous donations of yarn and 
scraps of material that are turned 
into quilts and afghans that are 
used as gifts for newly baptized 
babies.  These donations are much 

appreciated.  If, per chance you 
happen to be at Grace on a Tuesday 
morning between 9:30 to 11:30, 
you will hear lots of chatter 
coming from the parlor.  Besides 
all the handiwork that is being 
accomplished, you may hear about 
a favorite recipe, perhaps a 
discussion about a book that has 
been read and recycled amongst the 
ladies, perhaps someone is reading 
a funny story they received via the 
internet.  We laugh, we plan, we 
cry and we pray, not only for our 
families and loved ones who may 
be ill or facing surgery, but in 
thanksgiving to God for all His 
blessings.  We discuss health 
issues; we share news about our 
children and grandchildren, world 
events and ideas.  We are not an 

exclusive club, in fact, we are quite 
ecumenical as three of our gals do 
not worship at Grace, but take an 
active role in the group and share 
in our projects.  Throughout the 
year, the ladies make items for the 
Craft Fair that is held each 
December at Grace.  We have an 
open door policy, if it is just to 
come visit and share your time 
with us.  No experience is 
necessary, the coffee pot is always 
on and there is always a special 
treat.  On December 11th, we will 
gather at “Take 5” Restaurant in 
Agawam for our annual Christmas 
lunch.  As this will be our last 
Newsletter for 2007, we wish 
everyone a blessed and Merry 
Christmas.  

The Needlers and Sew ’n Sews


