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Tropical Sunday:  February 3
Over 10 years ago when the snow lay piled in sub-freezing temperatures, the music department decided to 
bring the tropics to the sanctuary in something called “Tropical Sunday”.  The idea was to get everyone to 
wear cruise wear, then crank up the temperature, play wonderful Latin and African rhythms, and have a 
coffee hour which featured tropical fruit desserts and colorful punch.  It was such a success that it became 
an annual event.  This year's Tropical Sunday will have the same vision with some new Spanish hymns from 
the ELW!  So save the Sunday, look for a recipe you wish to bring and dig in your closet for a shirt or a skirt 
with palm trees...  It reminds us that worship can and does have a different look in the tropical countries.

Mission of Hope

   Thank you to all of the Mission 
of Hope sponsors for sending your 
money in to support the Tanzanian
children's education. The children 
there start the school year on 
January 1, so it was imperative 
that our money arrive in time to 
pay fees and buy supplies before 
the start of the new year of 

schooling.  We were also able to wire money for Christmas 
gifts to the families of our students.  A special lunch was held
for the children and their parents and the children were given 
bibles paid for with our money, and each family was given a 
personalized Christmas card which we sent to them from us 
with several dollars inside for Christmas dinner for the family. 
So, thank you, Grace Lutheran for your wonderful support from 
your friends in Arusha, Tanzania. Be on the lookout for a
message from your family in the near future.  Messages are 
sent by e-mail so if you see an address that looks like 
this:  MOH - name of your child - be sure to open it.

Carol Zander

The New Hymnal:  Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship (ELW)

ELCA has published a new red hymnal 
replacing the green Lutheran Book of 
Worship (LBW) that we have used for the 
last 20 years.  It is unnecessary for us to 
purchase these new hymnals at present, 
however, because of Pastor's computer 
skills and good judgment in buying the 
software rights to Sundays and Seasons, 
an ELCA resource website.  He is able to 
simply download into the bulletin any of 
the hymns or liturgies from the new 
hymnal.  The church secretary and church 
musicians are also learning to use the 
website so that eventually it will sort of 
run without the many hours Pastor has 
been devoting to this.  Way to go, Pastor 
Harman.
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The tradition for an 
Easter Sunrise 
Service dates from 
the 1940's and 
1950's when most 
main-stream 
Protestant churches 
held such services 
early on Easter 
Morning to celebrate 
the women who 
went to the tomb "at 
early dawn".  The 
practice became 
very comfortable, 
however, with 
services being held 
at drive-in theaters from the comfort of your 
car usually an hour after the sun had actually 
risen.  Hearty Lutherans at St. John's in 
Westfield, however, kept the purity of the act, 
going to the  top of Provin Mt. before dawn and 
watching the sun rise in the East as a symbol 
of the risen Savior.  In 1977, when so many 
Westfield folk emigrated to West Springfield, 
the practice of Easter sunrise service was 
kept.  A new site, looking East over the valley, 
was found at the
Holyoke Soldier's Home.  Every year, a dozen 
or more people gather just before dawn on 

Easter to watch the 
sun rise, even in 
some inclement 
weather.  Some 
years we see it.  
Some years, we 
don't...but we are 
not doubting 
Thomas's.  We do 
not have to see to 
believe.

On March 23, 2008 
(Easter Sunday) 
there will again be 
an Easter sunrise 
service.  The time of 

sunrise on that day is 6:36 Eastern Daylight 
Time.  So worshippers are asked to assemble 
around 6:15 by the flagpole at the Holyoke 
Soldier's Home on Rt. 202 by the I91 
interchange.  After service, all are invited to a 
warm breakfast at the home of Sue Bennett 18 
Noble St. in Westfield.  Come and join us--it is 
a meaningful reenactment 
of that first Easter morning 
and you will still have 
ample time to go home and 
get ready for service at 
church.  

Easter Sunrise Service

Back Row Band - Records a new CD!

On December 1&2 the Back Row Band assembled at The Rotary Records recording studio on Elm Street in 
West Springfield (The White Church to many locals) to record our first CD of Christmas music, 'Christmas 
Grace'. At that late date, producing a finished product in time for Christmas required a tremendously 
coordinated effort and perhaps a miracle or two.
On day one, 99% of the instrumentals and a few vocals had been recorded in a marathon five and a half 
hour session. The following day, we were joined at the studio by Helen and Lila Dunk and finished the 
remaining recordings. A video of our effort can be found online at 
YouTube.com by searching for 'Back Row Band'. The rest was up to 
recording technician, Warren Amerman.
While Warren worked on the CD master, cover designs were 
created, modified several times and finally printed. The first CDs 
were ready to go for the weekend of the 16th. Unfortunately, our 
worship service was canceled by a giant snowstorm. Nonetheless, 
sales were brisk on the Sunday before Christmas and to date 
$1425.00 in proceeds have gone to the Parish Cupboard.
The Back Row Band is thankful to everyone who has helped and 
supported this effort. CDs are still available
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Behind the scenes 
at the Christmas 
Pageant

Everyone agrees 
that Jordan 
Pierce, Jamie 
Newhouse and 
Ryan Lynch did 
fine jobs being 
narrators for the Christmas 
Pageant, “This shall be a sign unto 
you”.  Ryan's sister Elizabeth 
came to rehearsal with him hoping 
to stay in the background, so she 
took the role of 'sign manager' 
which wound up being the largest 
and most complicated role of all!  
HA!  Austin Welker was totally cool 
as Gabriel and 
even memorized 
his lines!  Jenna 
Matuza and TJ 
Newhouse 
made a very fine 
Mary and 
Joseph as did 
Paul Oberheim 
as Innkeeper.  
Originally cast 
as Zachariah, 
Paul learned a 
valuable lesson about Zachariah 
having been struck with silence; 
He did not want to have anything 

to do with 
having his 
mouth taped 
shut, so David 
Norris heroically 
saved the day 
and did double 
duty with Herod 
and Zachariah.  
There was also 
a little crisis in 

the shepherd camp.  Matt Shea 
was a great chief shepherd 
assisted by Aiden Strycharz and 
his cousin Jarrett...All the 
shepherds were excited by the live 
presence of Sadie (Marie and Ray 
Brodowsli's dog) who played the 
sheep.  But Megan Shea did not 

see being 
shepherdess 
as a road to 
greatness.  At 
the last 
minute, she 
switched to an 
angel, joining 
Kate Matuza, 
Mary 
Turbolski, and 
Alexa 
Farnsworth.   

They were all very cute showing 
how versatile angels really are, 
eh?  Guy Norris did nobly leading 

in the wisemen (Kevin Shea and 
Pastor, enlisted at the last minute!)  
The real message of the pageant, 
however, was ably shown by the 
townspeople Sarah and Victoria 
Kent along with Eme Oberheim 
who replaced all those crazy traffic 
signs with Thee Most Important 
Sign:  A Babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in the 
manger.  Thanks also to the 
congregation for holding all those 
signs and singing the many carols.  
The story was told, the message 
proclaimed and a great time was 
had by all.

Grace Children’s Christmas Pageant

Ellie Jacobs helps to decorate the 
Sanctuary for Christmas
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Sunday School News!

Throughout the Advent season our students had 
the opportunity to learn about giving.
Class time focused on Godʼs gift to us through His 
son, Jesus. Using Godʼs giving as an example 
they had many opportunities to give to the 
community.  The gift to the community of Grace 
Church came in the form of their “12 days to 
Christmas” gift bags. 
Bags they decorated 
and filled with 12 
small gifts and then 
distributed to those 
members and 
friends of Grace who 
were home bound.  
Most of the bags 
were distributed by 
students and 
parents with a little 
help from a couple 
of extra adults.  Our 
giving to the community at large took the form of 
the Head Start Giving Tree which allowed children 
and adults in the congregation to select an 
ornament and fulfill the Christmas wish of a child 
who may not have received any presents.  The 
final form of giving came when students, through 
the means of our Christmas pageant, had a 
chance to share of themselves with family and 
friends by relating the Christmas Story in a unique 
and wonderful fashion.  

Seasons keep changing.  
Now we are in the short season of Epiphany that 
began on January 6th and ends with the beginning 
of Lent.  In this season students will be looking 
and the early ministry of Jesus during class time.  
Their mission lesson continues with the 
recognition that huger is year round.  In January 
we will focus our Parish Cupboard collections on 
“Comfort Foodsʼ for cold weather.  Soups, boxed 
meals, hot chocolate, oat meal and other items 
that will warm tummies are being collected each 
week. 

February brings thoughts of valentines.  It also will 
bring our second bake sale on February 10.  
Students will be make/baking items for sale, 
manning the booth and creating special valentines 
and other heart 
related packaging.  
In order to make our 
bake sale a success 
we will be looking 
for help, bakers and 
buyers are always 
needed.  Proceeds 
from the sale will be 
going to the Parish 
Cupboard.
 
Carol Goulet
Christian Education 
Chairwoman

Thank You!
The West Springfield Interfaith Outreach Program (a part of the West Springfield Interfaith and Parish 
Association) received a box of hats, gloves, mitten, scarfʼs and sox from Grace Needlers.  The item was 
distributed to the needy of West Springfield.  Today the term needy means more then just homeless, it also 
means those working poor among us; people who have to make the choice between food and winter 
clothing and heat and shelter.  Each month the outreach program holds a community breakfast in the 
Merrick section of town and this month many left the breakfast not only with warm stomachs but warm 
heads and hands.  It wasnʼt just the adults but many children who benefited from this gracious gift from 
those wonderful ladies who spend Tuesday mornings working together to help others.  

The WSIOP holds this community breakfast on the second Saturday of the month at First Methodist Church 
on Main Street.  The first breakfast only had 9 attendees it has now grown to feeding almost 80 individuals.  
Attendees receive not only a meals but a chance to sit and talk.  The fellowship shared each morning is 
almost as important as the food. There is always a need of hands to help, ears to listen and of course home 
baked goodies at this community meal.  If you are interested in knowing more about this program and any 
other programs of the West Springfield Interfaith Parish Association you can contact me at 733-7645 or ask 
me when you see me at church.      
           Carol Goulet
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EASTER FLOWERS:  Flowers to beautify our sanctuary on Easter Sunday may be ordered now.
ORDERS MUST BE TURNED IN TO THE CHURCH OFFICE NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, 
MARCH, 9th.  COST OF PLANTS MUST BE PAID WHEN ORDERING, AS DELIVERY IS C.O.D.

FLOWER   NUMBER            COST OF                   TOTAL               
    ORDERED                EACH             COST 

Daffodils   ________  $6.00   _______

Tulips    ________  $6.00   _______

White Lilies   ________  $6.50   _______

Hyacinth   ________  $6.00   _______

8” Pot Hydrangeas  ________           $16.00   _______

Please indicate how you want the plant acknowledged in the bulletin on Easter morning:  
(Please be specific in wording and spelling)

In memory of:___________________________________________________________

In honor of:_____________________________________________________________

Other:__________________________________________________________________

Given by:______________________________________(as you would like it in the bulletin.)   

LENTEN SUPPERS

During the five Wednesday evenings in LENT, we assemble in Jung Hall for supper, followed by worship.

6:00 PM – Our evening together begins with a meal prepared by one of the Cluster Groups.  (See Sundays 
Bulletin to determine which cluster you are in and the responsibilities)  If youʼre not listed in a cluster, please 
call the office and let us know - or just show up and eat!  Itʼs up to you!!  All are welcome.

While there is no charge for the meals, however, we have suggested a contribution of $5.00 per family 
($2.50 for an individual) for each supper you attend.  Each cluster is responsible for one meal.  

VESPERS will begin at 7:00 PM and ends about 7:30PM.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!!!
 
The needles are flying on 
Tuesday mornings again as we 
are back to work.  We had a 
nice Christmas party in 
December at the Take Five 
Restaurant in Feeding Hills.  All 
of us were merry and bright.  
The food was great and the 
company was even better.  We 
had a long break as both 
Christmas and New Years were 
Tuesday holidays.  We started 
back on January 
15th ...everyone was rested and 
happy to be back.  The 
Christmas Kraft Fair was a 
success and we were all 
pleased with the results of the 
sale of items from the Needler's 

table, however, the problem is 
that most of the items were 
sold, so we need to start 
preparing for December of this 
year.  If you have any ideas for 
new items, please share them 
with us, or, 
better still, 
join us on 
Tuesday 
mornings.  
We will 
continue to make hats of all 
sizes for cancer kids and adults 
which we donate, and Edna 
Cressotti was kind enough to 
make quilts and afghans for the 
church to present as gifts to 
newly baptized babies.
 

Once again, the welcome mat is 
out for anyone who would like to 
join the Needler's group, and we 
are happy to welcome as our 
newest member, Beverly 
Shurrocks.  If the time does not 
meet your schedule and you 
would like to work on projects at 
home, we have extra knitting 
needles, crochet hooks, yarn, 
material, etc. available.  Please 
feel free to call me at home 
(562-5257) or speak with any of 
the ladies in the group.
 
We look forward to another 
great year ..... HAPPY 2008" 
 
Sarah Kirst
  Needlers and Sew ’n Sews

A Note from Pastor Harman

If youʼre anything like me, youʼve barely recovered from the mayhem of the Christmas season and next 
thing we know weʼll be entrenched in Lent with Easter on the horizon.  Even though Lent comes early this 
year (I believe that Lent and Easter are coming the earliest that it is possible this year) I am looking 
forward to it.  It has become an oasis of sorts for me over the years (of course, this year is the first time I 
will be experiencing Lent as a pastor! so Iʼll let you know how my experience changes in April!).  

Lent comes to us and serves as a time for slowing down, self-reflection, repentance and renewal as we 
move towards the empty tomb that we celebrate at Easter.  Alleluiaʼs are eliminated from our vocabulary 
for a while, some practice a form of sacrifice during lent, giving up chocolates or something meaningful for 
the 40 day period.  These are good practices and I encourage you to try it if you havenʼt in the past.  Giving 
up something that can be perceived as a luxury for a while (and perhaps giving that otherwise spent 
money to world hunger or another good cause) can change our perspective and help re-orient us towards 
the cross.   Itʼs one of those experiences that when looked at from outside doesnʼt seem to have the power 
to change us, but once we experience it, we truly are changed and have a new perspective.  Thatʼs really 
what lent is about, offering us the opportunity to see the world from a different perspective than the one 
that we often get caught up in and take for granted.  

As lent approaches, I encourage you to take part in a new spiritual practice - whether thatʼs fasting for a 
time or giving something up for the 40 days of lent - it provides us with a different perspective and can 
cause us to re-evaluate our lives and the many precious gifts that our Creator has blessed us with.  In turn, 
we become more grateful and appreciative for life and can learn to be more giving to others with whom we 
are in community.  The gifts we receive through spiritual practices are many and are well worth the effort.  
The greatest gift comes at the end of lent when we pull away the stone to find the tomb empty.

May God bless you with the Joy of discovery during this lenten season.       Many Blessings,
            Pastor Harman


