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The Spirit of Grace
Strategic Planning Team is 

at Work!
Determining how Grace wi! move forward in God’s mission!

These questions - and more 
- are the challenge facing the 
Strategic Planning Team here at 
Grace Lutheran.  An eight 
member team - we are guided 
by the leadership of Rev. Dr. 
Randy Wilburn, a professional 
consultant as well as Interim 
Pastor at Bethesda Lutheran 
Church in Springfield.  

As the process progresses, 
you, as members of Grace, will 
be asked for your input in 
determining the vision of this 
church.  The team consists of 

Karen Blanchard, Pastor 
Derek Harman, Carolyn 
Harrington, Rollie Jacobs, 
Bob Lyne, Christine Parizo, 
Kevin Shea and Erin White.

If you have any thoughts or 
feelings about our future here 
at Grace, please contact any 
member of the team.  Several 
more sessions, lasting six to 
seven hours each, are planned, 
so your help in determining the 
years ahead will be appreciated.

Written by Ro!ie Jacobs

Who are we here at Grace?  Where are we headed?  
What is our place in God’s mission?  What are our future 

goals and how to we meet them?  

Upcoming Events 
Calendar

Thursday, October 2, 2008

  Council Meeting, 6:30 pm
at Grace

Friday, October 3, 2008

Red Cross Blood Drive 12 - 6 pm
at Grace

Sunday, October 5, 2008

Blessing of the Animals - 11 am
outside at Grace - (weather permitting)

Sunday, October 19, 2008

Crop Walk for Hunger!   1 pm
at St. John’s Catholic Church - Agawam

Sunday, October 19, 2008

Grace’s Book Club Meeting
Following our regular worship service

Book - “Three Cups of Tea” 

by Greg Mortinson

Sunday, November 16, 2008

Grace Book Club Meeting
Following our regular worship service

Book - “Sundays in America”

by Suzanne Strempek Shea

Wed, November 26, 2008

Community Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving Service - 7 pm
Location TBA

(Watch the bulletin for more upcoming events 
this fall!)

  N
ew!!
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As much as I love the Red Sox, I have to 
admit that I also get annoyed with them. My 
irritation is not because of their losses, though 
those sadden me, especially when the New York 
Yankees are involved. The truth is that I envy 
their fan base. The Red Sox Nation stretches 
across the country and around the globe. The 
wins and losses, the joys and sorrows of the team 
are shared, and members of the Nation gather 
regularly to experience the sense of oneness that 
watching or attending a Red Sox game inspires. 
Then they go about their lives and talk with 
others about the latest scores, buy shirts and 
hats that advertise their commitment to the 
team and spend time in anticipation of the next 
game. There is no such thing as an isolated Red 
Sox fan.

You can probably see where I am going with 
this. Even though our country promotes the cult 
of the individual, there will always be places 
where human passions spill over into the 
formation of community. God created us for 
community and, paradoxically, we understand 
ourselves most deeply when we connect to 
things that are beyond us. There is no doubt 
whatsoever that sports has a way of drawing us 
into a sense of wider community, but I often 
wonder how to tap into that inclination more 
fully as a church.

St. Paul recognized the appeal of the athletic 
life; he used the idea of conditioning and 
“running the race” as a way to talk about what 
followers of Jesus need to do to develop spiritual 
fitness. One of those conditioning exercises is 
prayer. Although we may be familiar with the 
practice of prayer as individuals, we might not 
realize how powerful it can be in a group, how it 
draws us into deeper community. This year, in 
the New England Synod, as we listen to what the 
Spirit is saying to our church, it might be helpful 
to listen prayerfully more often as a community.

In order to find time to be still and listen, 
you might need to value listening above doing. 
So I ask you to consider this idea in the life of 
your congregation: take one regular meeting or 
activity from your church calendar and replace it 
with a time of communal prayer and listening. 
Listen together for a year and discern what the 
Spirit is saying to your congregation. The time 
could include reading the weekly texts for 
worship, and people can reflect on the gifts and 
guidance that come from careful listening. 
Perhaps the Spirit has a new idea for mission 
that will emerge over time. Perhaps your life as a 
baptized Christian in the world or the life of 
your congregation will be gently transformed. 
Let me know how it goes.

HOLY  TEAMWORK
By Bishop Margaret G. Payne, New England Synod, ELCA

Reprinted "om the August 2008 issue of “The Lutheran Link,” the quarterly magazine of the New England Synod. If 
you would like to receive “The Link,” please email sisterv@nesynod.org.

Grace Needs You!  If upon reviewing this newsletter, you realize that you too, have the computer ski!s 
and so#ware necessary to produce something like this, Grace is looking for you!!!  We are looking for someone 
- or a group of someone’s - who would like to put this newsletter together with articles written by members of 
Grace on topics that i!ustrate our commitment to living out the Gospel in support of God’s mission in this 
world.  If that someone is you or you would like to be a part of it - please contact Pastor Derek Harman.

mailto:sisterv@nesynod.org
mailto:sisterv@nesynod.org
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WALK WITH THE WORLD!!!

What an opportunity!!  CROP WALK allows 
everyone (young and old) to bring HOPE to 
millions of people both here and around the 
world!!!

Hope - for food
Hope - for water
Hope - for firewood
Hope - to escape violence
Hope - to seek shelter
Hope - to farm their fields
Hope - to find employment
Hope - to go to school

Put your best foot forward and walk with the 
world on Sunday, October 19, at 1:00 pm - 
starting from St. John’s Catholic Church in 
Agawam.  Sponsor sheets are available from 

Ginny Tonelli-Green.  Donations made out to 
Grace with the notation “Church World Service 
- CROP WALK” are also greatly appreciated!  

Written by Ginny Tone!i-Green

We’re back!!!  Tuesday the 6th of 
September was the opening day for the new 
season of the needlers.  What a great morning 
we had catching up on all the 
happenings of the summer months.  
There were two new faces in our 
group and they were warmly 
welcomed.  As we pulled out our knitting & 
crocheting needles, some worked on quilts, 
jewelry designs and some simply visited.  

We took time to reflect on the sudden death 
of our dear friend, Erika Fursow.  Some of us had 
attended her funeral service and we listened to 
friends and neighbors as they shared with us, 
stories of her many kind acts and devotion to 
them through the years.  We were 

surprised at many things that we did not 
know about our dear friend Erika.  A decision 
was made to make a donation to the 

education fund in her honor by the 
needlers.  We all loved Erika and will 
miss her.  

We ended the morning by enjoying a 
delicious lunch in celebration of the birthday 
of Emma Sousa - 94 years young!!!
So, we are off to a good start and extend the 

invitation to any and all who would like to join 
the needlers group.  We meet each Tuesday at 

9:30 am to 11:30 am.  Coffee is always brewing 
along with something to please the taste 

buds!
 Written by Dorothy (Dot) Bodendorf

RETURN OF THE NEEDLERS!
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WHAT’S ALL THIS STUFF ABOUT “GERMANY”?

At the end of the book of Matthew, the 
disciples are charged by Jesus with the Great 
Commission - “Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations...” (Matt. 28:19).  The beginning of 
the book of Acts tells the story of Pentecost, 
complete with tongues of fire and the Holy 
Spirit giving the ability of foreign languages to 
many - allowing for the message to be 
understood by all people from “every nation”.  

God’s message of 
an international 
Church is one heard 
many times and in 
many different ways 
throughout the Bible.  
Admittedly, having 
grown up witnessing 
church in many lands 
with different cultures 
and languages has 
influenced my ministry 
today and my 
perception of the 
global church.  Having 
admitted my own bias, 
and having 
unashamedly (but 
accurately) used God’s 
word to back that up - 
now I can move 
forward in inviting you into an incredible, 
holistic and fantastic experience of the 
international nature of church at its absolute 
best!

Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls: 
 
 (drumroll please)

WE ARE GOING TO GERMANY TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE 32nd GERMAN 

PROTESTANT KIRCHENTAG 
 in Bremen, Germany, "om May 20 - 24, 2009!  

This is an absolutely amazing event with 
over 3000 individual events between the 

opening service on 
Wednesday and the 
closing service on 
Sunday!  There’s more 
general information 
included in this 
newsletter directly 
from the Kirchentag 
website 
(www.kirchentag.de - 
most of the site is 
available in english) 
but that can’t capture 
the immensity and 
excitement of this 
amazing example of 
the Kingdom of God 
here on earth.  These 
events encompass 
every aspect of 
Christian life including 
(but absolutely not 

limited to) worship, music, the arts, politics, 
family life, and much much more!  

The Kirchentag takes place every 2 years and 
is hosted by different cities in Germany each 
time.  Attendance is typically over 100,000 
people and there is no shortage of things to do 
and people to meet.  The costs of the event are 
minimal if you take advantage of being pared 
  (continued on pg  5)

Issues of Faith facing our World Today: 
Muhammad Yunus (R) of Bangladesh, founder of the 
Grameen Bank and Nobel Peace Prize laureate 2006 
speaks with German Chance!or Angela Merkel about 
the world economy and the effects of globalization on 
the stage of the 31st German Protestant Church Day 
(Kirchentag) 09 June 2007 in Cologne. 

Pastor Harman Answer’s the Question Everyone is Asking...

http://www.kirchentag.de
http://www.kirchentag.de
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WHY IS PASTOR HARMAN ALWAYS SO EXCITED ABOUT GERMANY?

with a host family (adding to the 
international experience) which includes bed 
and breakfast.  Tickets to the event includes 
all public transportation for the entire week 
that you are there.  Bremen is a port city in 
northern Germany and is beautiful and is well 
positioned for those of you who would like to 
make side trips to Scandinavia, France, Italy, 
Switzerland or other destinations of choice, 
either pre or post Kirchentag!  

What makes this particular year so special 
for us here at Grace Lutheran Church is that 
Bremen is located only 45 minutes from where 
I did my internship in 2006.  I happen to 
know personally, that there are several 

congregations in Mariensee and 
Basse (my internship sites) that 
are excited to meet and interact 
with YOU!  This is not only an 
opportunity to experience the 
global nature of the church 
through the event of the 
Kirchentag, but also develop new 
relationships and partake in a 
different experience of church 
(and perhaps get an insiders 
glimpse into why Pastor Harman 
is the way he is).  

So, as you can see, I am excited 
about sharing this experience with you 
and I truly hope that you will seriously 
consider my invitation.  I will assist in 
making all Kirchentag related 
preparations (tickets for the event, 

home stay arrangements, etc.) and I will take 
care of all planning related to visiting with the 
congregations in the Hannover area (my 
internship congregations).  Please call me or 
visit with me to learn more.  It’s my hope that 
you are able to experience this amazing 
example of the global church and the wonder 
of the diversity of our God on this earth 
through this event.

In peace, 
Pastor Derek Harman

Archbishop Desmond Tutu

The Kirchentag tends to draw some of the most world 
renowned religious figures, speakers and scholars.  
There are many events held in English and for almost 
all events there is translation available.

Bremen, Germany

See Pages 6-8  for more information on 
this years themes and Kirchentag history!

KIRCHENWHAT ????(Continued from page 4)
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WHAT IS THE KIRCHENTAG?

Every two years in a week in May or June

that is Kirchentag time. It lasts five days, from 
Wednesday to Sunday. 

Participants

come from everywhere, from all parts of 
Germany and all over the world. From the beginning 
of the 1980s over 100 000 people on each occasion 
have accepted the invitation 'to each and everyone'. 
Visitors are more than a third under 30, many of 
them students. About half of them come for the first 
time and for the others it is their second, third or 
fourth Kirchentag. 

Action-packed days

lie between the opening services on Wednesday 
and the final gathering on Sunday. Up to 3000 single 
events are on offer. 

Preparation

takes over 18 months. About 50000 people, 
nearly the half of participants, are actively involved 
in planning and organising a Kirchentag. They do so 
in a voluntary capacity, without pay. That way the 
Kirchentag is not imposed from above but grows 
from below. 

The grassroots and the Establishment

meet at the Kirchentag. Besides high-ranking 
figures from political, academic, social and church 
life, or popular professional artists, there is plenty of 
scope for unknown song-writers, amateur cabaret 
groups or people giving first-hand reports on their 
daily lives This variety is what makes the Kirchentag 
so stimulating and lively. 

HOW THE KIRCHENTAG BECAME 
WHAT IT IS NOW

History

As old as the Federal Republic of Germany
- that's the German Protestant Kirchentag! 

Founded in 1949 in Hanover by Reinold von 
Thadden-Trieglaff and friends, it was a movement of 
Protestant lay people who wanted to maintain their 
independence from the official church as well as a 
Christian faith combining both spirituality and 
responsibility for society and the world. This 
movement was rooted in pietism and also in the 
ecumenical movement. The life story of the 
charismatic founder reflected both these currents of 
Protestantism in unique fashion. 

In divided Germany

joint Kirchentag activity continued up until 
1961. After the building of the Berlin Wall there was 
a parting of the ways. Christians in the German 
Democratic Republic founded their own Protestant 
Kirchentag. Yet contacts remained close. Two years 
after the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 the 
Kirchentag movements in eastern and western 
Germany reunited - adopting a new, common statute 
in November 1991. 

Many initiatives and ideas

have followed from Kirchentag events. 1961 saw 
the beginning of the dialogue between Jews and 
Christians in Berlin. In 1965 Protestant-Catholic 
dialogue was launched. New forms of worship, new 
music and liturgical evenings opened the door to 
forms of spirituality that had atrophied within 
Protestantism. 
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KIRCHENTAG THEME FOR 2009
Mortal, where are you? (Genesis 3 v 9)

The question is derived from the oldest story in 
the Bible, from those chapters that raise the big 
questions about human life. Where does the human 
person come from? What is the place of humankind 
in creation? Where does freedom arise? 

The good feeling of being human The theme 
is about the good feeling of being human, a person 
who can make free decisions and take charge of their 
own life. 

Where are you? That is a 
clear question about 
where you stand. What do 
you use your freedom for? 
For what do you take on 
responsibility? What have 
you set your heart on? 
Where are your fellow 

human beings? These questions do not belong to 
paradise but arise when facing the stiff winds of 
everyday life. God lets people go into this day-to-day 
existence but does not leave them on their own. 

Where are you? That is also the tender question 
asked by the creator when looking into every single 
human face. God does not leave us to ourselves – 
God gives us responsibility for ourselves and for 
creation. Paradise is not the best place to feel good 
about being human, but earth certainly is. 

The biblical texts

The question which God addresses to Adam and 
Eve will be explored in bible texts from the Old and 
New Testaments. These form the central focus for 
Bible Studies, Worship and Prayers. 

Worship Services 

Opening | Genesis 3 v 9 | Mortal, where are you? 
Closing | 1 Peter 3 v 9-17 | The hope that is in you 
Celebration Communion | Luke 24 v 13-15 | Were 

 not our hearts burning within us? 

Bible Studies 
Thursday | Genesis 3 | The knowledge of good                  

 and evil 
Friday | Luke 10 v 25-37 | … as yourself 

Saturday | Genesis 16 v 1-16 | Where have you 
 come from and where are you going? 

Daily prayers 
Psalm 19 | One day tells it to another

The topics
The topic areas put the whole diverse 

programme into a framework. They raise questions 
about being human in the contexts of faith, society 
and the world. 

Horizons for faith 

Church institutions are being downsized but at 
the same time there is a growing longing for faith 
and spiritual orientation. What do people ask for 
when they seek reassurance? We live in a multi-
religious situation, which calls for a clear-cut faith 
profile and openness to dialogue. What can be done 
in order to strengthen the life together of 
denominations and religions? Can we succeed in 
taking new steps in interfaith dialogue and towards 
ecumenical unity? At the same time Protestants must 
ask themselves: do endeavours to achieve reforms in 
our churches open up new horizons for faith? 

(continued on page 8)
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Prospects for society                                                  (Continued from page 7)

The Kirchentag slogan is about the quest for humanity in society. What is needed to take 
responsibility for yourself and others in a free society? In times of demographic change, how can we shape 
the way the generations live together? What is it that forms and educates us to become human? Are only 
those with paid work “whole persons“? 

How is the concept of what it means to be human changing through the life sciences and new 
technologies? Can the churches and culture open up common spaces for the human dimension? 

2009, twenty years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, offers an opportunity to reflect anew about civic 
engagement and the future of freedom and democracy. 

Opportunities for the world 

Anyone who asks of humankind, “Where are you?” must also ask questions about opportunities for 
change on a global scale and about personal responsibility. How do political and economic actors do justice 
to the demands of responsible globalisation? Can a global economy extending into the furthest corner of 
the earth go back to putting people first, instead of promoting the survival of the fittest? In many cases we 
know what needs to be done to change things for the better. This applies to climate change and also to 
working for peace and justice. Yet how can we manage to take the necessary steps? Bremen, one of the 
historical Hanseatic ports, will especially challenge us to debate the issue of fairness and justice in world 
trade.

Grace Lutheran is a member of the western MA chapter of Thrivent that is sponsoring a 'build' at 133 
Daniels St. in Pittsfield, MA.  The house design is a duplex and plans to be finished in October.  

Vocational students in Pittsfield are 
partnering with Thrivent so the 
work is progressing in a timely 
manner supplemented by weekend 
work crews from Western MA 
Lutheran churches.  Funding is 
provided by Thrivent Financialfor 
Lutherans, also supplemented by 
local Lutheran churches.  Grace
Lutheran has pledged $1000 and has 
worked two weekend work days: 
August 2 and August 16.

To date, we have fulfilled our pledge of two work days and $700 of 
the original commitment.  The final $300 is in progress.  $115 was 
realized from the sale of cookbooks.  Several items from the last 
rummage sale are being prepared for sale on e-bay which may give 
us the balance.    Written by Martha Sienkiewicz

Grace Continues to Support those in need - Building homes 
with Habitat and Thrivent!

PAGE 8
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COLLABORATION BETWEEN GRACE & THE PARISH CUPBOARD IS A SUCCESS!!!
The Parish Cupboard asked Grace Lutheran 

Church to be a food distribution site for 2 
Saturdays this summer. There is concern that 
area families might be having trouble getting in 
to the West Springfield location to get food 
items and the price of gas might also be a 
stumbling block. Pastor Harman quickly agreed 
to this mission. Saturday July 12th was our first 
distribution day. A van full of food arrived with 
"Candy" from the Parish Cupboard. She 
explained how things would be done and the 3 
volunteers, Ruth Chlastawa, Joe Zanolli & 
Mary Lou Zanolli got to work setting up and  
bagging food. Eight separate families stopped 
by and were given bags of groceries, helping a 

total of 18 people. We know the Lord was 
watching that day because when we ran out of 
green vegetables a man drove up and donated 
some... coincidence???  Nope. Channel 40 
News stopped by and was given an explanation 
of the project by Candy from the Parish 
Cupboard. They filmed Ruth bagging groceries 
and she looked great on the news that 
evening! Grace Lutheran was a distribution site 
again on  Saturday August 9, and the Shea family 
volunteered that day. The Parish Cupboard is in 
the process of determining if there is a need in 
our area for this project to continue.  

Written by MaryLou Zano!i

GRACE REACHES OUT TO SUPPORT HUNGRY CHILDREN AROUND THE GLOBE!
In June Grace Lutheran Church began a fund raising mission 
to help Doctors Without Borders help feed starving children 
in third world countries. This 6 week mission began on June 
22nd with a guest speaker, Kate Johnson. She spoke about 
Plumpynut, a ready to eat, vitamin enriched food made 
basically of peanut butter, powdered milk, powdered sugar, 
vitamins, and minerals. She 
explained how Drs. 
Without Borders uses 
Plumpynut to save 

malnourished children and 
how a child typically only 

needs Plumpynut for about a month to regain enough 
strength to fight off disease and have a very good chance at 
life. The cost of this ready to eat food is only about $35.00 a 
month.  Kate also used our large screen to show a video in 
Jung hall before & after service of malnourished infants & 
children being helped with Plumpynut by Drs. Without 
Borders. Coincidentally, 60 Minutes repeaated their show 
on Plumpynut that evening. This show was originally shown 
last fall and was seen by Caroline Harrington who was so 
moved by the show and the miracles of Plumpynut that she 
started the ball rolling for our fundraiser. Congregation 
members were reminded towards the end of the mission of 
the importance of the cause with a little poem by Victoria 
Kania: Article Written by MaryLou Zano!i

"Plumpynut, Plumpynut, 
what a wonderful name,
For a miracle food, children 
are never the same.
Fortified peanut butter in a 
small foil wrapper
Can mean the difference 
between starvation and a 
healthy life ever after.
35 dollars per child per 
month, there's just one more 
week so don't be late,
Put your donation today in 
the offering plate."

 by Victoria Kania

MaryLou Zanolli, Kate 
Johnson, & Carolyn 

Harrington

PAGE 9
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Grace joins the Kirchentag in Germany!

The 32nd German 
Protestant Kirchentag awaits 
you!  The Kirchentag is an 
amazing gathering of Christians  
- to my knowledge - the largest 
recurring Christian gathering in 
the world!  Every two years, 
Christians from Germany and 
all around the globe gather to 

discover and share their faith 
experience with one another.  
The next gathering is in May 
2009 and takes place over a 5 
day period.  There are over 
3000 events in those 5 days 
all over the city of Bremen 
Germany - dealing with every 
aspect of Christian life in our 

world (worship, politics, the 
arts, music, globalization, etc.).  
The invitation is here for you 
to come, explore, learn from 
one another and join in this 
amazingly global community of 
faith that God has created!  
(see pgs 4-8 inside!)

Grace Lutheran Church

1552 Westfield Street
West Springfield, MA 01089

tel.   413.734.9268

www.gracelutheranonline.com

Pastor: Derek M Harman
pastorharman@gracelutheranonline.com

Weekly Services: 
Saturday evening - 6 pm
Sunday morning - 9:30 am

Grace Lutheran Church

1552 Westfield Street

West Springfield, MA 01089

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE - PAID

WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA
PERMIT # 35

http://www.gracelutheranonline.com
http://www.gracelutheranonline.com
mailto:pastorharman@gracelutheranonline.com
mailto:pastorharman@gracelutheranonline.com

