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From the Pastor 

Summer 2013 

How to Welcome a New Pastor with 
Grace! 

I arrived here in a time of tension and 
worry. Pastor Derek Harmon had just 
said farewell after a fine ministry in 
your midst. What was going to happen 
next? You knew that eventually a new 
pastor would arrive as your next perma-
nent pastor, but the time in between 
would also be important. You didn’t 
want to go backwards in worship at-
tendance, giving, activity, or doing 
Christ’s work through mission in your 
communities. You didn’t want Sunday 
School to lag or the lay 
leadership to be dis-
couraged. You wanted 
everything to be … 
okay. So during the in-
terim so you turned to 
the Bishop’s office, and 
they invited me into 
your midst for six 
months or more likely a 
year. Well, that’s turned into 18 
months, and it has been a wonderful 
experience for me. 

I’d like to think back about how I was 
welcomed, even as the transitional pas-
tor, and project with you about how 
important it is to welcome your new 
pastor with joy! Grace’s Council was my 
first contact. I was blessed to know a 
couple of people on the council, just a 
little, as their family members had 
been members of one of the congrega-

tions I had served. They could vouch for 
me. This was going to be okay for six 
months to a year. Your new pastor 
won’t have that luxury, or at least, not 
quite the same. 

However, he has spent time with the 
call committee. They went to see him 
lead worship and preach. They sat down 
and talked through this proposed part-
nership in the Gospel. They had been 
reassured by the Bishop’s office as they 
imaged that this would be a good 
match. Then the council sat down with 
him and agreed that this was a faithful 

servant of Christ and a 
pastoral partner to car-
ry on your Gospel minis-
try together going into 
the future. Your call 
committee and council 
are worthy of being 
trusted. They have 
been your ambassadors 
in this process. Now it’s 

your turn. You are all being invited to 
vote on June 2 after worshipping to-
gether with your pastoral candidate – 
what an important day to be at wor-
ship! 

If all goes well, I pray that he will be as 
welcomed, just as I have been. I know 
he will be welcomed into your homes, 
invited to dinner at your tables, and 
partnering with you to meet the home-
bound, the sick, and those who are 
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op will be presiding at the meet-
ing. 

The candidate being recommended 
by the congregational council will 
lead the service and 
preach.   Following the service, 
the meeting will be held during 
which a congregational vote on the 
candidate will take place by paper 
ballot.  Time for questions will be 

provided. 

 A two-thirds majority is required 
for the election of a pastor, and no 
absentee ballots are permit-
ted.  There will also be a vote on 
the recommended compensation 
package for the pastor, which may 
be decided by voice or hand vote 
and requires a simple majority.  No 
other items of business may be 

On 
 Sunday, June 2, 
2013 following 
the 9:30 service, a 

special meeting will be conducted 
to elect a pastor of the church to 
serve this congregation. A repre-
sentative of the office of the bish-

and taught.  
 
On June 4,  they wi l l  begin 
a  study on the book of  Ro-
mans.   This  wi l l  be a  6-8 
week study us ing mater ia l  
f rom Augsburg  Fortress’  
“Book of  Fai th  Series.” 

T he Tuesday night  
B ib le  study group is  
wrapping up a  study 

using  the book “Walking in  
the Dust  of  Rabbi  Jesus.” 
Throughout  the past  16 
weeks,  we learned of  the 
t imes in  which Jesus l ived 

The pr imary lens  through 
which Lutherans  read 
scr ipture i s  that  of  Law 
and Gospel.   But  what  is  
the law?  God’s  law is  eve-
rything that  God asks  of  
us.   However,  because we 

(Continued on page 3) 

June 2: Voting on the Pastoral Candidate 

New Tuesday Night Bible Study 
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Pastor’s Message 

struggling in life. I pray that you 
will all think about ways to help 
him and his family to be part of 
the life of this very wonderful con-
gregation. 

There were a couple of people 
who told me they were not going 
to get too attached or familiar as I 
was only the transitional pastor. 
To be honest, I kind of had some 
of the same thoughts. Thank God 
that the Spirit has other ways that 
are not our ways and our wisdom. 
You have welcomed me well, you 
have partnered with me in good 

times, sad times, and challenging 
times together! We have all gotten 
a bit attached, and it is time to 
say good-bye. 

While it is bittersweet to say fare-
well, I am quite certain that you 
need a full-time pastor to live 
here in greater West Springfield. 
That pastor needs to enter more 
deeply into your lives and be more 
available than a part-time sched-
ule can offer. Your next pastor will 
be blessed by this community of 
faith and the ministry you all share 
together, just as I have been. I can 
easily imagine how together you 
can grow in faith, find Christ’s 

guidance together and firmly hold 
on to the very promises of God and 
Gift of the Holy Spirit in your 
midst, to build a future together. 

I look forward to being invited 
back in a couple of years for some 
celebration and joyfully seeing the 
growth and future you will build 
with your next pastor. Thank you 
all for the gift of community you 
so fully shared with me and with 
Susan when she visited. I will not 
soon forget the welcome, partner-
ship, and ministry shared. 

God’s peace and courage to you 
all, Pastor Bill White 
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following the event.  

On Pentecost and the following 
Sunday, a total of 14 young people 
celebrated their First Communion 
at Grace. Both children and par-
ents attended classes with Pastor 
White in preparation to learn 
about the sacrament, how it was 
initiated, and why it is celebrated 
today. The students, Domenic and 
Rylee Altieri, Christopher Camer-
on, Maxwell Hooben, Victoria and 
Sarah Kent, James Krupienski, Jo-
seph Reynolds, Julia Romanelli, 
Alexis Ryan, Zachary Sarrazin, Me-
ghan Shea, and Adien and Dylan 
Strycharz shared their understand-
ing of communion, then created 
posters of the “Thanksgiving Ta-
ble” as part of their study, which 
were displayed at the reception 

Worship  Schedule  
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesdays, 6 p.m. 

Check out the new church cal-

endar with updated events 

at http://

gracelutheranonline.com/

calendar/.  Add your event to 

the calendar by emailing  

calendar@gracelutheranonline. 

Grace Celebrates First Communion 

Worship Schedule 
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acknowledge that we cannot  
do a l l  God 
asks,  we 
must  look to  
God for  
grace and 
mercy,  for  
love and a l l  
forgiveness.   The Gospel  i s  
everything that  God does 
for  us.  
I t  doesn’t  matter i f  you are 

a  b ib l ica l  scholar  or have 
never  study the Bible;  
whether you bring  your own 

Bib le  or  use one 
on the many we 
have on the shel f ;  
can be there eve-
ry  week or  a  few 
weeks -  a l l  are 
welcome. The 

group meets  in  the par lor  
Tuesday nights  from 6:00 to  
7:30 pm.  

(Continued from page 2) 

The Parish Cupboard in West 

Springfield is in par cular need of 

canned fruit, as well as personal care 

items like razors, soap, shampoo, and 

toilet paper. Please see Brian Roberts 

with ques ons or bring your dona ons 

to the bin in Jung Hall.  

PARISH	CUPBOARD	



We  have been col-

lecting items to 

fill care packages for our mili-

tary men and women deployed 

overseas. Thank you for all you 

have been providing! 

For our July packing date, we 

will be sending themed boxes 

for “Let the Games Begin!” Our 

service members enjoy playing 

games while on base, so we’ll 

be collecting softballs, golf 

clubs, and other items for our 

brave men and women. 

Thank you again! 

Care for Our Troops: Let the Games Begin! 

Donate to Grace Through Thrivent 
Recurring Direction, the Thrivent feature that lets you automatically direct designated Choice Dollars to one organiza-
tion, was eliminated in January. Each year, you must direct your Choice Dollars. If you wish to direct them to Grace Lu-
theran Church, you may do so online or by phone. 

Online: visit thrivent.com/thriventchoice and log in. Click on “Direct Choice Dollars.” When you’re asked to type in in-
formation for Grace, simply type in “Grace” and choose “West Springfield” as the city and “MA” as the state. Don’t fill in 
any other information. 

By phone: Call a representative from the Member Connection Center at 800-847-4836. 

On Sunday, June 16, Summer Sunday School 

will begin and con nue for 10 weeks. Our 

regular Sunday School program ended May 26, 

and thank you to the wonderful Sunday School 

teachers who guided our children this past 

year. 

	SUNDAY	SCHOOL	 On  June  15,  Grace  Lutheran  will  be  having  its 

seasonal  rummage sale!  If you’re planning  to clean 

out your closets, now is the  me. We’ll be accep ng 

dona ons  from  June 10‐13  from 9 a.m.  to 12 p.m. 

and  on  June  14  from  1  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  Contact 

Martha  at  (413)  568‐8803.  Please,  no  TVs, 

computers, or computer equipment. 

RUMMAGE	SALE	

	

The	deadline	for	the	next	newsletter	is		

August	27.	Please	send	all	submissions	to	

newsletter@gracelutheranonline.com	or	

mail	to	Christine	Parizo,	P.O.	Box	1337,	

West	Spring ield,	MA	01090.	

	

“It	is	good	to	become	so	

familiar	with	your	church	that	

you	feel	at	home	there.	It	has	
been	prepared	for	you	by	those	

that	came	before	you.	You	are	

invited	to	make	yourself	at	
home.	You	are	invited	to	help	

prepare	a	place	for	those	who	

haven’t	yet	arrived.”	



Food for the Hungry is contin-

ually collected in the basket in 

Jung Hall and brought to local 

agencies and those in need. 

This is an ongoing part of 

Grace’s ministry. 

Flowers for the Altar can be 

ordered by writing your name 

on the flower chart, filling out 

the form, and placing it along 

with a check for $20 in the of-

fering basket one week prior to 

the date you want. 

Weekly Email Announce-

ments: To sign up for weekly 

email messages, send your 

email address to Kevin Shea at 

kshea@email.smith.edu. 

Lutheran World Relief makes a 

difference for Third World 

farmers by marketing fair trade 

coffee. Grace Lutheran uses 

their “fellowship blend.” You 

can also buy that same coffee, 

regular or decaf, for $6 per 

pound. There’s a table in the 

Fellowship Hall, or see Martha 

for details. 

Care Packages for Our Mili-

tary: In keeping with its spirit 

of community support, Grace 

collects items to fill care pack-

ages that are then shipped 

monthly to deployed military 

members from our area. Our 

congregation has several young 

people currently serving in the 

military. The organization that 

sponsors these shipments, Care 

for Our Troops, is a 501(c)(3) 

from West Springfield. Drop off 

your donations of the following 

items in the blue bin in Jung 

Hall: 

 Beef jerky 

 Shaving gel and disposable 

razors 

 Dental hygiene items 

 Dry soups, Ramen noodles 

 Wet wipes and Q-tips 

 Ground coffee, powdered 

cream, sugar 

 iTunes gift cards 

 Single serving drink mixes 

(Starbucks Coffee and Ga-

torade mixes are most re-

quested) 

 Under Armor-style skull 

caps 

 Non-greasy sunscreen and 

lip balm 

 Low-calorie protein bars 

 Tennis ball-type outdoor 

games 

 DVDs and magazines 

 Note cards and paper 

 Envelopes 

 Green army or white socks 

 Small containers of foot 

powder and Athlete’s Food 

products 

 Sugarless gum 

Newsletter Submissions! Fall 

is here, and it’s never to early 

to think about the next news-

letter edition. The next dead-

line is February 27, 2013. All 

submissions should be sent to 

newslet-

ter@gracelutheranonline.com. 

Storm Cancellations: In the 

event of a severe storm, wor-

ship cancellations will be com-

municated through WFSB/CBS-3 

and ABC40. 

 

Lutheran World Relief Malaria 

Campaign - Help Lutheran 

World Relief fight to eradicate 

malaria in the developing 

world.  We will have infor-

mation available at service.    

 

Storm Cancellations—If wor-

ship needs to be cancelled due 

to a severe storm, this infor-

mation will be available on two 

different TV channels: WFSB/

CBS-3 and ABC40. And, as al-

ways, be safe during severe 

weather. 

General Announcements 
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1552 Westfield Street (Route 20) 
West Springfield, MA 01089 

Grace Lutheran Church 

• We are committed to empowering 
individuals and families to live out 
God's love and share the Christian 
faith. 
• We are committed to responsible 
stewardship of all our resources in 
order to live out our mission. 
 

Vision Statements: 
• We meet the needs of our mem-
bers and guests by offering varied 
worship services. 
• We have a system that makes cer-
tain that all members are kept in-
formed. 
• In love, we reach out to our mem-
bers in need. 
• We provide all members opportuni-

We are a Lutheran church affiliated 
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of America.  

“Faith in Action“ 
Journey with us so all may experi-
ence Christ's love. 

 
Guiding Values: 
• We are committed to bringing our 
faith into action. 
• We are an embracing body of faith 
for all. 
• We affirm the dignity of every per-
son as a child of Christ Our Savior. 
• We are committed to providing a 
meaningful worship experience. 
• We are committed to open commu-
nication and accountability. 

ties for Christian education and fel-
lowship. 
• We train all who desire to serve. 
• We are passionate in our desire to 
show our love for Christ by serving 
others, near and far. 
• We cultivate a strong, enthusiastic 
stewardship culture. 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Phone: 413-734-9268 
Email: contact@gracelutheranonline.com 
Newsletter: 
newsletter@gracelutheranonline.com 
www.gracelutheranonline.com 
www.facebook.com/gracelutheranws 

Faith In Action 
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